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asgia namophila var. platypoda
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DISCUSSION

The first noteworthy feature is that of apparent seasonal regularity in the
way some species gain and shed leaf. There are two aspects to this, first, rainfall
(8 in. annual average in the area) is erratic and, apart from slight elevation about
February, monthly averages over 30 ycars are about equal; second, apparent
cycles of growth coincide with the build up and climux of high summer tem-
peratures and related water-stress. This situation parallels that in Dark Island
Heath (Specht 1957), where main growth is in summer at limes of soil waler
depletion. As opposed to such heath, these Yudnapinna stands are ‘not cven
guaranteed a predictable wet winter. Such growth phenomena remain unexplained.

The sccond important featurc is variation in performance between stands. If
eventual consideration be given to the informed use of arid-zone topfeeds, atten-
tion must be directed then to the implications of this variation. Thus the timing









